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Dear Dover Park Family, 

I hope you’ve all had a fantastic week. It’s been a busy one here at school, 
but the children have been brilliant, as usual.  It has been a great week, and 
I’ve been so impressed by how hard the children are working. I had the ab-
solute pleasure of stepping back into the classroom this week to teach in 
both Year 4 and Reception class. 
 
In Reception, I was treated to some very enthusiastic building and thought 
about storytelling in RE and in Year 4, the level of focus while the children 
leant how to crack the code of Roman Numerals was fantastic. Being able to 
see the progress our pupils are making first-hand is the best part of my 
job—it’s clear that all that hard work is really paying off.  

Rhythm and Beats 

A huge "Well Done" to our 'Young Sounds' Musicians. They took part in a 
drumming workshop alongside pupils from Greenmount Primary School and 
the sound was incredible. I was genuinely amazed at how quickly they picked 
up the djembe drums and mastered some very challenging beats. My office  
desk was vibrating for an hour, but the talent on display was well worth it! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAF Project and half term support  

For our eligible families, there are several exciting activity options available 
through the HAF (Holiday Activities and Food) project. This includes some 
great sports sessions over at Dover Park. Later in the newsletter, you’ll find 
a QR code and additional information.  I’ll also send attach more details to 
Class Dojo later today.   

 



 

Constant Growth and Glowing Reviews 

We are always looking for ways to "level up" our teaching and improve what we offer your 
children. This week, we welcomed the English Hub for a formal Phonics review and I am 
thrilled to share that they were extremely positive about the consistency and quality of 
our teaching.  We seek to gain external validation for our educational offer, as it helps us 
to ensure we’re doing the right things and the right times for our children.  We often have 
visits to review every aspect of ‘business’ at Dover Park. Last week, we had a full health 
and safety audit by the local authority, who were extremely positive about our processes 
and procedures to keep children safe.  
 
Behind the scenes, our staff are just as studious as the pupils! We provide continuous pro-
fessional development (CPD) to all our teachers and support staff to ensure we stay at the 
top of our game.  We’re really fortunate to have such a dedicated team at Dover Park.   

 

Parent Evenings 

Please mark your calendars for the week commencing 2nd February. The of-
fice will be sending out sign-up links shortly. 
 
Parents' evenings are a vital chance to discuss your child's journey, cele-
brate their wins and look at next steps together. School reports will be 
handed out during your meeting, so it’s a great opportunity to see every-
thing in writing too and to talk through targets.  

 

A Polite Request at the Gates 

We love seeing how much our pupils love their parents and carers, but please try to say 
your goodbyes at the gate and avoid encouraging children to come back for one last wave. 
 
We want the children to head straight into class to get stuck into their morning activities. 
Plus, we’ve had a lot of mud walked into the school where pupils are walking into the mud to 
say a last goodbye. I know our cleaning team will very much appreciate your support too.  

 

Mud, sweat and tears 

Our Year 6 football team faced Holy Cross on Thursday in what can only 
be described as a "mud bath." Despite the wet and slippery conditions, 
they played brilliantly. 
 
While the final score didn’t go our way this time, their team spirit was 
the real winner. Hearing them cheer each other on and seeing how much 
they’ve grown as a cohesive unit was a proud moment for the school. Well 
done, team—a fantastic example of demonstrating our school value of 
‘belonging’.  
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HAF Project 
 

How to book: 

All bookings can be made through the HAF Booking System, where families 
can browse through all the available activities in one convenient location. By 
visiting the Eequ Booking System (QR code below) users can quickly find and 
secure their preferred sessions. 

 

https://eequ.org/hafontheisleofwight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full details on all of the activities can also be found on the Isle of Wight 
Family Information Hub webpage. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Having practiced a range of techniques linked to clay sculpture, Year 6 have made their 
Mayan artefact. The next step will be to decorate it with a range of well chosen colours so 
as to match artefacts that they have researched. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were lucky to explore some fascinating World War One artefacts, kindly donated to 
Stuey by his neighbour. The class also enjoyed their attendance reward: a fun and creative 
crafternoon, complete with a microphone and wrestling belt trophy — expertly modelled by 
Annie! Finally, you’ll spot some early plans for our upcoming portrait art pieces, where cre-
ativity is already shining through.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week year 4 acted out chapters from our book Beowulf to help them understand 
chronological order.  

 

 



 

 

Year 3 had an amazing time at Amazon World last week! This week they have used the trip 
and the knowledge gained to aid us in understanding where rainforests are in the world, 
the different layers and climates there, facts about the different animals and what they 
eat, and the importance of camouflage. 

 

 

Year 2 listened to Ferdinand Herold's 'La Fille mal Gardee' (or Clog Dance) from the Ro-
mantic period.  The children spotted where the dynamics (volume) and tempo (speed) of 
the music changed. Afterwards they conducted their partners using the vocabulary they 

had learned.  

 

 

In music Year 1 listened to a new piece of music Bizet - March of Toreadors (from Carmen 
Suite 1). The class talked about how this piece made them feel - 'joyful, crazy, bouncy, 
like we want to dance' were some of the answers. Then the class moved to the music.  The 
children changed their moves with the music and were bouncing, 

gliding, hopping and 



 

 

This week we had the penguins out for a track game- the children independently used 
them to create repeating patterns demonstrating their learning from last term is embed-
ded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rewards from Home 

Well done to Etta and Raine for gaining medals for their gymnas-
tics skills and to Ellie and Maisie for working hard in swimming 

earning certificates and badges.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

30th January —Year 3 Music Workshop   

9th February —Year 4 DT Workshop (please note this has changed 
from Art) 

13th February — Year 2 Assembly  

4th March —Year 6 Music Workshop   

12th March —Year 2 DT Workshop 

16th March — Year 4 Music Workshop  

18th March —Year 5 Assembly 

20th March — Easter Egg donation — Dress Down Day 

26th March — Year 1 Assembly  

27th March —Easter Egg Tombola 

4th May —Year 5 Music Workshop 

14th May — Year 4 Assembly 

20th May — Year 1 Music Workshop  

21st May — School Disco 

29nd May — Reception Music Workshop  

5th June — Year 3 Parent Workshop 

19th June— Whole School Teddy Bear  Picnic 12:15-1:00 

25th June — Year 2 Music Workshop  

2nd July — Reception Assembly  





 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 





 



 

 



 

 




