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At Dover Park we understand and value the development of children as individuals who start school with unique experiences. It is our role to build on those experiences and provide a broad and balanced curriculum that develops the skills, knowledge and understanding needed to become successful learners.[image: ]
	Intent 
	Implementation 
	Impact 

	Within our curriculum focus is given to the importance of the Prime Areas of Leaning: 
Communication and Language- The importance of developing the skills of speaking and listening. 
Personal and Social Development:  High expectations of behaviour in particular being kind, tolerant and accepting of each other. 
Physical Development: Valuing the physical and mental well-being and health of all children.

We aim to provide an inclusive Cultural Capital learning environment that ignites children’s curiosity, awe and wonder by offering meaningful experiences (both in school and the wider community) that reflects the developmental needs and the interests of the children. Through these opportunities we support children to become confident and enthusiastic learners. 

Through promoting the Characteristics of Learning behaviours ‘Play and Exploration’, ‘Active Learning’ and ‘Creative and Critical Thinking’ we create a challenging and stimulating environment that encourages independent learning. This ethos supports children to embed their learning by applying skills and knowledge across a range of areas of learning. It allows children to learn to manage risks, build resilience and reach their full potential.

This all goes towards children making good progress from their individual starting points and achieving the expected levels of development (ELG) at the end of Reception. 




































	At Dover Park we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum a statutory framework from which we plan experiences and opportunities to meet the developmental needs of the children. Within this are the four principles that shape the education offered.
Unique child: Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships: Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
Enabling Environments: Children learn well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them build their learning over time,
Learning and Development: Recognise the importance of learning and development. Children learn and develop at different rates.

The early years is taught through a play based, active learning curriculum where children engage in a mixture of planned adult focused and child initiated activities. This ensures children have sustained thinking time to apply taught knowledge and embed learning independently.  We provide first hand experiences in the classroom and beyond where trips and visitors enrich our curriculum. All this supports good progress in readiness for Year 1.

The EY learning experiences are linked to seven areas of learning. They are divided into three prime areas and four specific areas of learning. The prime areas are important as they lay the foundations for children’s success in all other areas of learning and of life. 

Prime areas of Learning
Personal, Social and Emotional Development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
Communication and Language Development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations
Physical Development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.

Specific Areas of Learning
Literacy involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measure.
Understanding the World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

We work collaboratively with families to ensure a smooth transition to Reception. This starts with the children and their adults visiting one afternoon a week throughout July. This together with Pre-school and Home Visits, gives us an opportunity to get to know the children and families before formally stating school. We are aware that children have different starting points and ways of learning and this is reflected in our practice. Through a cycle of observation, planning and assessment we ensure next steps of learning are met.
During the Summer Term Reception start to join school events such as assemblies to become more familiar with new routines. In the last half term of Reception the children have an afternoon a week in Year 1 as part of their transition to KS1. This time allows the children to get to know their new teacher and become familiar with the expectations of their new class. Reception and Year 1 teachers have a hand over to discuss the progress children have made.

	How do we know what the children have learnt during their time in the EY? Our curriculum centres on the developmental needs and interests of all the children. This inclusive approach enables all to play and learn together and develop a feeling of belonging. We record evidence of this learning through taking photos, making notes and ongoing discussions. The children have their own Learning Journals and we supplement evidence through children’s recordings in literacy and RWI books. 

Through the continual assessment cycle children are observed, monitored and tracked. This data shows the learning taking place and progress children are making in all seven areas of learning. Pupil Progress meetings every term identifies children in need of support or intervention and we tune our teaching methods to these specific learning needs. 

This evidence shows us the impact our learning environment has had and evaluate progress made from the children’s starting points. It pinpoints which children have achieved The Early Learning Goals, a set of standards children are assessed against at the end of The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS Birth-5 years)

During their time in EY children’s individuality is celebrated and valued with the opportunity to achieve and excel through their interests. Our aim is that children leave Reception equipped with the skills and knowledge prepared to continue their learning journey into year 1. 
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