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Dear Dover Park Family 

 

I am delighted to share some exciting updates from Dover Park Primary this 
week. Our pupils continue to impress me with their enthusiasm and commit-
ment to learning.  

Celebration Assemblies 

On Friday, we  held our first celebration assembly, and I want to take a mo-
ment to explain the various achievements we recognize each week. Our as-
semblies are designed to celebrate multiple aspects of school life and I 
thought it would be useful to explain these in a little more detail:  

Readers of the week: 

We celebrate a reader of the week from each class to recognise children 
who show a love of reading, make great progress, or put extra effort into 
their reading habits (at home or in school). Reading is a key skill that sup-
ports learning in every subject and celebrating our readers helps to build 
confidence, motivation, and a lifelong enjoyment of books.  We encourage all 
parents to read regularly at home with their children, as it will help to de-
velop their reading fluency and comprehension, their vocabulary and their 
understanding of the World around them. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements from home:  we warmly encourage parents to send in cer-
tificates or awards from external events 

We celebrate children's achievements from home to show 
that learning and personal growth happen everywhere—not 
just in school. Whether it's learning a new skill at home, tak-
ing part in a club or activity or receiving an award, these mo-
ments deserve recognition. Celebrating home achievements 
helps build confidence, strengthens the link between school 
and home, and encourages children to take pride in all that 
they do. This week, we celebrated Vaishnav completing the 
summer reading challenge.  

 

 



 

Behaviour and achievement Points: 

We celebrate the house that earns the most behaviour and achievement points to recog-
nise positive choices, kindness, teamwork and hard work. They reflect how pupils show re-
spect, responsibility, resilience and how they challenge themselves in class to improve so-
cially and academically. By working together as a house, children learn that their actions 
contribute to a bigger goal—and that positive behaviour is something to be proud of. The 
house captains give a motivational speech to their teams each week and the points are ac-
cumulated for a house activity at the end of the year. Prevously, the winning houses have 
had cinema trips of visits to the soft play at Aspire.  

 

Hot Chocolate Friday: 

Pupils who have demonstrated exception-
al behaviour for learning throughout the 
week, are rewarded with a special Hot 
Chocolate Friday afternoon with me.  
This allows us to celebrate children who 
always work hard or who have made sig-
nificant improvements in their focus and 
attitude. In the summer we offer 
milkshakes instead of hot chocolate and 
we often have a mini office disco!  

 

 

     

 

 

The class with the highest attendance: 

Consistent attendance is one of the strongest predic-
tors of high achievement. Pupils who attend school 
regularly are more likely to keep up with their learn-
ing, stay engaged, and perform well in assessments. 
Just as importantly, school provides structure, social 
connection, and support—all of which are crucial for 
positive mental health and wellbeing. As such, each 
week, we celebrate the class with the highest attend-
ance and they have the chance the spin the attend-
ance wheel to choose a 10 minute activity.    

 

The class with the neatest cloakroom: 

We celebrate the class with the neatest classroom to recognise the effort and pride 
pupils take in caring for their learning environment. A tidy classroom helps everyone feel 
calm, focused, and ready to learn. It also shows great teamwork, as keeping the space 
clean and organised is something the whole class works together to achieve. 

This week, the attendance award was won by year 6 and the cloakroom award was won by 
year 1.  



 

 

Times Table Rockstars and Numbots 

Children from reception through to year 6 have TT Rockstar or Numbots accounts. Both 
of these programs help children to develop their mathematical fluency by focusing on 
number facts and timestables, which are key to success in maths.  Each week, Mr Rowson 
joins our celebration assembly and awards children with certificates (or badges) for at-
tainment and progress in both problems.  A daily short focused session on TT Rockstars or 
Numbots each day will help build children’s mathematical fluency. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming 

As we are based on an island, we believe it is really important to help all children in school 
to be able to swim.  Children in years 3 and 6 therefore have swimming lessons as part of 
their curriculum.  Year 3 have recently commenced their swimming lessons at Waterside 
Pool, which provides an excellent opportunity for physical development and water safety 
skills. This is always an important milestone in our pupils' educational journey.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Reception class are settling into their new routines. This week they were introduced to 
Dough Disco. A fun way to build hand and arm strength to support pencil grip and control. 
The class squeezed, prodded, rolled and pinched the dough along to music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week Year 1 have been exploring maps and went around the school to see features we 
could find. When we came back we used Google Earth to look at our school from a birds 
eye view and the same features we found in the school grounds - the children loved using 
Google Earth!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Year 2 drew maps of the Isle of Wight to show what we already know about 
the geography of where they live. They know lots of places around the island including 
landmarks, towns and physical features like woods and beaches. By the end of this term 
they will know even more places and be even better at placing them on a map. 

 



 

 

 

 

This week the children in Year 3 were looking at the nutritional value of different food 
and drink products. The children were really engaged in this activity, with a lot of rich con-
versation around what healthy looks like.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 had a great music lesson learning the note B and playing a few songs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 5 have loved learning 
about artist, Peter Thorpe, as 
we dive into all things ‘space’. 
Ask them what makes his 
work so unique, they will have 
lots to share with you about 
him!   

Year 6 have made a fan-
tastic start in Science 
this week. They have 
started to study how 
light behaves and 
jumped staight in with 
an investigation. Year 6 
had to design an activi-
ty to prove that light 
travels in straight lines.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hot Chocolate Friday 
 

Reception— Winnie 
Year 1— Jasmine 
Year 2— Maisie 
Year 3— Evie 
Year 4— Olivia H 
Year 5— Sophia— Rae 

Reader of the Week 
 

Year 1— Cameo 
Year 2— Lucy 
Year 3— Rose 
Year 4— Emerson 
Year 5— Oliver 
Year 6— Willow 

 Cloakroom Award 
 

Year 1 

 Attendance Award 
 

Year 6 

House Captains (Year 6) 
 
Red —Max B 
 
Blue — Gabrielle 
 
Yellow — Freddie 
 

Well done on completing the summer 
reading challenge Vaishnav 



 

 

 

 

29th September — Phonics Parent Workshop  

6th, 7th and 8th October — Parents Evening (booking details will be sent shortly) 

16th October — School Disco  

5th November — Year 6 DT Workshop 

18th November — Year 5 DT Workshop 

20th November — Year 3 Assembly 

22nd November — Christmas Sing Up at Medina Theatre (children who have attended 
choir) 

8th December — Year 1 Art Workshop  

9th December — PJs and Popcorn Fundraiser 

11th December — Christingle Service 

12th December — Reception Christmas Craft Workshop  

30th January —Year 3 Music Workshop   

9th February —Year 4 Art Workshop  

13th February — Year 2 Assembly  

4th March —Year 6 Music Workshop   

12th March —Year 2 DT Workshop 

16th March — Year 4 Music Workshop  

18th March —Year 5 Assembly 

20th March — Easter Egg donation — Dress Down Day 

26th March — Year 1 Assembly  

27th March —Easter Egg Tombola 

4th May —Year 5 Music Workshop 

14th May — Year 4 Assembly 

20th May — Year 1 Music Workshop  

21st May — School Disco 

29nd May — Reception Music Workshop  

5th June — Year 3 Parent Workshop 

19th June— Whole School Teddy Bear  Picnic 12:15-1:00 

25th June — Year 2 Music Workshop  

2nd July — Reception Assembly  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 








